SNAC Bites – October 2011

Welcome to the October 2011 issue of SNAC Bites, or SNA Communication Bites. The aim of this monthly e-mail is to help highlight new SNA programs and provide topics and content for your state association newsletters and chapter meetings.

This issue contains:

1. Vote in SNA’s Annual Election
2. Tray Talk Video Spotlight on Farm to School
3. SNF’s Peer2Peer Connect Series is Back! 
4. 2012 CNIC Innovation Stations
5. MyPlate Posters Now at the SNA Emporium!
6. Webinar Wednesdays in October
7. GCNF’s Possible Dream Gala 2012
8. Send Your National School Lunch Week Reports to School Nutrition Magazine
9. Agriculture Secretary Vilsack Kicks off New Nutrition Guide in Sacramento
10. 2012 ANC Exhibits
11. SNF Offers New Online Breakfast Resources 
12. Winston Equipment Award Grant
13. New SNA National Dues in Effect Reminder

1. Vote in SNA’s Annual Election
Who will prevail in SNA’s 2012-14 Board of Directors and Nominating Committee Election and represent you in the years to come? Don’t let your peers decide for you—make sure you cast your vote between October 15 and November 15! 

Once again, this year voting will be conducted online using an independent, secure election house. The voting site can be accessed through a link on SNA’s website, www.schoolnutrition.org/snaelection. It is imperative when voting online that you have your membership number available; this is located on your SNA membership card or on the label of your School Nutrition magazine. In order to vote, your SNA membership must have been valid and current as of May 31, 2011. You will NOT be eligible to vote if you became a member or reinstated your membership after this date. Members in the Affiliate, Other or Student membership category are not eligible to vote. 

For further details about how to vote and to view biographies of all the candidates, log on to www.schoolnutrition.org/snaelection. Cast your vote between October 15 and November 15 and let your voice be heard!
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]
2. Tray Talk Video Spotlight on Farm to School
Tray Talk has a new series of videos which bring to life school nutrition success stories from across the country.  In honor of National School Lunch Week and “School Lunch - Let’s Grow Healthy”, the first video focuses on Farm to School and shows how the Burlington School Food Project (Vermont) is connecting students and their families with wholesome, local and fresh foods.

Read more about “School Lunch - Let’s Grow Healthy” and watch the video spotlight about Burlington’s amazing Farm to School Program at the Tray Talk Website  -  http://www.traytalk.org/school-lunch-%e2%80%93-let%e2%80%99s-grow-healthy/ 
Or watch the video directly at http://youtu.be/93VrFCjRN4M 
3. SNF’s Peer2Peer Connect Series is Back! 
In April 2011, the School Nutrition Foundation (SNF) launched Peer2Peer Connect, a new education and networking resource that connects SNA members via conference call and allows for real-time interaction and discussion of key issues affecting school nutrition programs. Designed especially for directors, area supervisors and managers, the goal of these free conference calls is to provide ample opportunity for members to share resources, ideas and strategies. 

SNF is excited to announce the return of the Peer2Peer Connect conference call series for fall 2011:

· Tuesday, Oct. 18th: in partnership with USDA FNS, a Peer2Peer Connect call on “Applying Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) to Farm-to-School and School Gardens,” continuing the dialogue from the Oct. 12th webinar. 
· Tuesday, Oct. 25th: in partnership with MilkPEP, a Peer2Peer Connect call on “Flavored Milk,” continuing the dialogue from the Sep. 14th webinar, “Rethink the Drink: The Health Impact of Student Beverage Choices.” 
· Tuesday, Nov. 22nd: in partnership with USDA, a Peer2Peer Connect call on “Produce Procurement/Purchasing,” continuing the dialogue from the Nov. 16th webinar. 

To learn more about Peer2Peer Connect, listen to recordings of previous discussions, or register for upcoming Peer2Peer Connect calls, visit: www.schoolnutrition.org/Peer2Peer.    
4. 2012 CNIC Innovation Stations
Back by popular demand, Innovation Stations will introduce operators to the latest products and services on the market today. These sessions provide small group settings for industry to showcase the very latest innovations and provide school nutrition professionals the opportunity to see, sample and give feedback. 
Foodservice attendees are grouped into teams of 7-10 (pre-assigned) and will be able to visit a total of 15 innovation station sessions through a “speed dating” format. Each time frame will be broken down into three 20 minute sessions. Look whose presenting an Innovation Station session: http://www.schoolnutrition.org/Level2_CNIC2012.aspx?id=15943
5. MyPlate Posters Now at the SNA Emporium!
The SNA Emporium now has five different MyPlate posters available. Each poster features the new MyPlate icon and a short nutrition education message about school lunch. Prices start at $3.25.
Preview the posters or order today at http://emporium.schoolnutrition.org
HOW TO ORDER
Phone: 1 800 728 0728
Online: http://emporium.schoolnutrition.org 
Fax: 703 654 3001 
6. Webinar Wednesdays in October
SNF is offering two FREE webinars in the month of October: 
· Wednesday, October 12th from 2:00-3:15 pm EDT: “Applying Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) to Farm-to-School and School Gardens.” For more information and to register, visit: www.schoolnutrition.org/schoolgardens.
· Wednesday, October 19th from 2:00-3:15 pm EDT: “Shaking the Salt – Science and Strategies for Health.” For more information and to register, visit: www.schoolnutrition.org/sodium. 

**SNA members will earn 1 CEU for every webinar they attend** 

7. GCNF’s Possible Dream Gala 2012
Mark your calendars for Monday, March 5, 2012. The Global Child Nutrition Foundation’s ninth annual “A Possible Dream” gala will be held at the Ronald Reagan building for an evening of honoring champions of child nutrition. The prestigious Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award for Child Nutrition will be awarded, as will SNA’s Outstanding Director of the Year and Industry Member of the Year. This is an event you do not want to miss!
Keep checking the GCNF website for updates on this A-list Washington event: www.gcnf.org

http://www.gcnf.org/about/leadership/

8. Send Your National School Lunch Week Reports to School Nutrition Magazine
Once your school is finished celebrating National School Lunch Week—Let’s Grow Healthy, send in a brief report and photos of your activities to School Nutrition magazine, and they may appear in the magazine’s wrap-up article next April. Send them by e-mail to snmagazine@schoolnutrition.org or by mail to NSLW Wrap, School Nutrition, 120 Waterfront St., Suite 300, National Harbor, MD 20745. [Note: Submission of photos grants permission to use the images in the magazine or other SNA materials.]



9. Agriculture Secretary Vilsack Kicks off New Nutrition Guide in Sacramento
US Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack visited Sacramento, CA on Monday, September 26 to jump start the first campaign theme of the new MyPlate icon: “Make half your plate fruits and vegetables”. 

Vilsack chose California to roll out the MyPlate campaign due to the state's role as the nation's leading fruit and vegetable producer and is home to hundreds of thousands of agricultural jobs. During a visit to a local family-owned organic produce home delivery service, he noted that boosting the agricultural industry could create jobs nationwide.
 
The MyPlate campaigns, which are scheduled to run through 2013, will focus on three main topics: Balancing Calories, Foods to Increase, and Foods to Reduce. 

More information can be found at www.choosemyplate.gov.

10. 2012 ANC Exhibits
There is only one place where you can find over 700 booths with 300+ companies showcasing, demonstrating and launching new products and services…ANC in Nashville!  Save time & money by connecting with hundreds of vendors that can assist you in empowering your goals and maximizing your budget. Energize your school menus by attending one of the six culinary demonstrations offered during the three day exposition; one of those recipes could add a spark to your school lunch. Mark Your Calendar for Denver next July 15 – 18, 2012 and discover more!  Look whose Exhibiting: http://fp37.a2zinc.net/clients/fpSNA10/SNA2012/public/fp.aspx

11. SNF Offers New Online Breakfast Resources 
The School Nutrition Foundation (SNF) is offering online tools to aid in the success of your school breakfast programs to ensure that kids are getting the nutritious meal they need to start their day. SNF recently updated its online Breakfast in the Classroom Resource Center with new implementation tools, breakfast in the classroom highlights, menu planning, and more! Visit www.schoolnutrition.org/bic to see what exciting resources this online center has to offer your school nutrition program!

12. Winston Equipment Award Grant
SNF and Winston Industries are committed to school food service.  Each year since 2007, the Winston Industries Equipment Award Grant program has awarded ten pieces of equipment to one school district needing improvement of its school meal kitchen facilities.
The online application process for the Winston Equipment Award Grant 2011 will open the first week in October. Please visit www.schoolnutrition.org/scholarships for updates and a link to the online application.  The application deadline is November 29, 2011. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]13. New SNA National Dues in Effect Reminder
SNA’s 2011 House of Delegates, meeting in July before ANC, approved an increase in national individual membership dues that took effect October 1, 2011. The increase for each segment is as follows:
●	Affiliate: New dues $14 (an increase of $2) 
●	Employee, Student, Retired: New dues $28 (an increase of $2)
●	Manager: New dues $30 (an increase of $2)
●	Director, Supervisor, Specialist, Educator: New dues $100 (an increase of $5)

While SNA’s leadership and management have worked hard to control costs and effectively manage the Association’s finances during the worst recession in decades, costs are beginning to increase. While increases in other SNA fees (advertising, exhibits and so on) are also on tap for the coming year, the Association’s leadership agreed that a modest increase in individual membership dues is both necessary and reasonable to keep our Associational vital, competitive and able to address all of the challenges the school nutrition profession faces today. In the last 30 years, membership dues have increased only six times; dues were last increased in 2008. 

SNA national membership continues to be an unbeatable bargain, given the many programs and services offered, from direct benefits like School Nutrition magazine and SchoolNutrition.org to intangible support such as legislative advocacy and public awareness initiatives. On average, each member receives $150 in services annually.

We hope you find SNAC Bites a useful tool. If you have any questions or feedback about SNAC Bites, please contact Laura Maynard at lmaynard@schoolnutrition.org or (301) 686-3120.
